





























Acronyms

ACIAR
AMAK
DWFN
EDB
EEZ
ENSO
ESCAP
EU

FSP
GDP
IPCC
ITCZ
IUCN
KTFE
MENRD
MHARD
NEMS
NGO
NLI
RERF
SLI
SOE
SOI
SOPAC
SPACHEE
SPBCP
SPC
SPCZ
SPREP
UNCED
UNDP

Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research

Aia Maea Ainen Kiribati

Distant Water Fishing Nation

Equatorial Doldrum Belt

Exclusive Economic Zone

El Nino and the Southern Oscillation

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
Environment Unit

Foundation for the Peoples of the South Pacific

Gross Domestic Product

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

Inter Tropical Convergence Zone

World Conservation Union

Kiribati Task Force on the Environment

Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources Development
Ministry of Home Affairs and Rural Development

National Environmental Management Strategy
non-government organisation

Northern Line Islands

Revenue Equalisation Reserve Fund

Southern Line Islands

State of the Environment Report

Southern Oscillation Index

South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission

South Pacific Action Committee for Human Ecology and the Environment
South Pacific Biodiversity Conservation Programme

South Pacific Commission

South Pacific Convergence Zone

South Pacific Regional Environment Programme

United Nations Conference on Environment and Development

United Nations Development Programme







Glossary

Kiribati words

maneaba
te bun
te bwabwai

unimane

General

algae
aquaculture

balance

of payments
bilateral and
multilateral

biodiversity

ciguatera

conservation

consumption
deforestation

degradation
demography
disturbed
ecology

economic growth

ecosystem

Xii

Village meeting hall.
Ark shell.
Giant swamp taro.

Elder men.

Non-flowering, stemless water-plant, especially seaweed and phytoplankton.
The farming of marine or freshwater plants and animals.

Earnings from exports compared with overall spending on imports.

Bilateral aid or trade agreements are made between two governments or
organisations. Multilateral agreements are made between more than two countries
or organisations.

The variety of plants and animals in an area. Biodiversity refers not only to the
number of different species but to the full range of genetic variation within each
species.

Fish poisoning.

Managing the way people use natural resources so that they give the greatest
sustainable benefit today, while keeping their full potential to meet the needs and
aspirations of future generations.

Spending on everyday items, for example, food, petrol, rent, clothing etc.
Clearing of trees or forest.

The result of poor resource use which pollutes, damages or reduces the quality of
resources available to future generations.

Measures of change in size and age structure of a population.

Change in the natural order as the result of human activities or climatic change.
Branch of biology which deals with the relation of plants and animals to their
environment.

The increase in the value of goods and services produced in a country, usually
measured over a year.

A community of plants and animals and the environment they inhabit.











































